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The Town Board Took the First Step Cityward Last Night Undet the Governor's Proclamation

'-'.:ﬁ moood to contemphta the re-

LAD LAY,

Strong Oppesition to be Met In
the Repeal of Some Iniqui-
tous Laws. ;

JHOMESTEAD A MISNOMER.

Western Opposition and East-
ern Apathy are the Stumbl-
_ing Blocks in the Road

of Progress.

The strong and determinea opposi-

, tion developed at the recent Nation-
4 al Irrigation Congress at Ogden, U-

tah, to the proposed repeal of our
abused land laws indicates that ir
there is to be any changing or amen-
ding of these laws it w4%ll be done
only through a thorough understand-
ing of their iniquitous features and
an awakening of the people to a real-
jization of the fact that under them
immense quantities of valuable gov-
ernment property are passing into
the hands of private corporation:s
and speculators for a mere tithe of
their value to the Nation.

A resolution was introduced at the
congress by George H. Maxwell, the
executive chairman of the National
Irrigation Association—the same res-
olution which was passed by the last
Trans-Mississippi Congress, quoting
the President’'s words in denunciation
of these laws and calling upon the
United States Congress for their re-
peal. Congressmen from both Wyo-
ming and Tdaho vigorously opposed
gsuch action and in a spea2ch to the
Irrigation Congress Representative
Mondell of Wyoming strenuously de-
fended all the land laws, especially
the Desert Land Law, which he stat-
ed had been of great benefit to Wyo-
ming. On the other hand, congress-
men of California and Montana de-
nounced <all three laws as having
been the cause of enormous areas of
public land passing fraudulently
to private ownership, and Senator
Gibson of Montana and Mr. Maxwell
both guoted land office figures to
show that unless something is done
to prevent the absorption of these
lands the great bulk of the remain-
ing desirable and arable public
Jands will in a few years have en-
tirely disappeared.

Twenty Million Acres a Year.

As a matter of fact a statement
of the Commissioner of the General
Land Office shows that during the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1903, an
even twenty million acres passed
from the hands of the government,
while the report of the preceding
year shows practically the same fig-
ures—40,000,000 acres of public land,
in round numbers passed into pri-
vate ownership within two years,

But those who are only partly in-
formed say, “Well, what of it? There
are still five hundred million acres
left in the arid states and territo-
ries; forty million acres is not such
& great proportion of this vast area.”
The truth is that the greater part
of the remaining pubiic domain is
composed of irreclaimable and non-
arable land—mountains, rugged hills
gulches and gorges which are now
and always will be worthless for ag-
riculture; they can never be used for
anything but grazing. The fory mill-
fon acres In question were not taken
from such territory; filings for them
were made upon the comparatively
small remaining areas of plain and
valley lands, <capable of irrigation
under government storage of flood
waters and of sustaining a great pop-
ulation if settled wupon Iin small
tracts of eighty or one hundred and
gixty acres each, —an ample amount
to sustain a man and his family,
provided he has a good water sup-

in-

- ply.

Frauds Being Perpetrated. -
Under the Desert Land Act, which

the hands of speculators and li\'n-l
stock concerns; as Governor Morri-!
son of Idaho stated, this law has
succeeded in tying up a great deal
of Idaho’s best land.

Under the commutation clause of
the Homestead Act much the same
result has been obtained. A man is
able 1o commufe and get title to his
160 acres after building a shact cost-
ing a few dollars and residing upon
his claim a few times during a »e-
riod of fourteen months, besides pos-
sibly making a few cheap improve-
ments in case he thinks it is neces:
sary. The name “homested” is a mis
nomer, when the commutation clause
is applied to the law.

Under the Timber and Stone Act
the most notorious frauds are being
daily consummated. In the great
timber regions of Washington and
Oregon, by far the best timber re-
gion in the United States, land is
being purchased from the govern-
ment by dummies and speculators at
$2.50 an acre. “Save the forests and
store the floods” is a huge joke to
the timbers peculators.

Repeal These Laws.

Now the proposition is to repeal
these three laws. It will be necessa-
ry to have some additional legisla-
tion regarding the sale of timber. A
strong point made by the opponents
of the repeal of these laws is that
such action would cut off the contri-
butions to the irrigation fund, which
is derived from the sale of publie
lands. Under a proper timber law
the government income from timber

NINETY-FIVE YEARS OLD.

Grandma Day Celebrated Her Ninety
Fifth Birthday To-Day.

ter, Mrs. J. F. Bryson who resides
about one and a haif miles north of
town, Mrs. Sarah Day celebrated her
ninety-fifth birthday today by giving
a dinner for all of her friends and
relatives who were with her. For the
past ten years she has each year on
her birthday given a dinner and on
each occasion up to the present, year
all ‘of her children have been

ent, J. M. Day of Penasco and Mrs.
J F. Bryson of Roswell.

Mrs. Sarah .Day, -affectionately
called Grandma Day by all who
know her, was born in southeastern
Missouri October 6, 1808. She spent
her girlhood and young womanhood
there, and was married there in
1828, In 1848 she with her family
moved to Texas and located on a
place near San  Marcos where she
lived until after the ecivil war, when
she moved to Austin which 'place
continued to be her home until she
came with her daughter to New Mex-
ico one year ago last spring. She
raised a family of eleven children to
be grown, only five of whom are now
alive. She had six sons in the Con-
federate army during the ecivil war
ail of whom returned to her. Her old-
est child, Mrs. J. L. Driskill, resid-
ing in Aunstin, Texas, Mrs. E. D. Eng-
lish of Haskell, Texas, J. M. Day of
Penasco, A. J. (Tony) Day of Medi-

At the home of her youngest daugh |

with -
her. This time omnly two were pres--
1always
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The Payton Drug Co.

Don’t forget us

301 North Main.
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present and in any event the above
is a preposterous reason fo advance,
because if these laws are left intact,
and the absorption of the public do-
main under them continues as at pre
sent, there will soon be mno public
land left for reciamation under the
irrigation aect.
Looking to the East.

The strength to repeal these laws
must come from the east. The fight
in the irrigation congress shows the

sales would be far greater than at i<:i'|:|e Hat, Canada, and her youngest

daughter Mrs. J. F. Bryson are the
only ones of her children who still
iive.

Mrs. Day’'s husband was drowned
while crossing the Brazos river with
a bunch of cattle during the first
vear of the war, and this made it
doubly hard on her who had to look
after and provide for the family that
was with her then, all her boys hav-
ing enlisted with the south as soon
as the war was deciared.

opposition which can be expected in
ceriain sections of the west, and in
order to secure the public domain
from specnlation and to keep it in-
tact against the time when it shall
be needed by the settler, eastern
sentiment must be aroused to the

situation. Western opposition and
eastern apathy are the stumbling
blocks.

The western men who look for the
true development of their country
along home making lines ask the
east to come to their support on this
question—to save the land for the
actual settler.
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Bucks are Here.

The A. G. Anderson bucks are
here and are held in a lot one-half
square north of the court house.

JOHN TRENT.

E. MITCHELL.

ur

“Yon little knew when first we met,
That some day you would be
The Iuck fellow I'd choose to let
Build an house for me.
—Kemp Lumber Co.

Shingles, cheap chingles, good
shingles, best shingles, Cypress shin-
gles, Cedar shingles. Shingles for
any kind of roof—Kemp Lumber Co.

Silver Plating Outfit for sale. In.

quire at this office. wtildt2.

Today if you go to see her and
talk to her she will teil you of some

10[ the hardships and difficulties she

experienced while at home alone
with nothing but servants and the
folks during that long and
bitter struggle. She still has |etters
written to her by her sons from the
scene of action, while she was honr-
ly expecting news of one of their
deaths.

Mrs. Day's

women

mind is now as bright
and aective as it ever was and she
can recall incidents that occurred
during her early life that one would
think she had forgotten. She delights
to meet some old friend whom she
has not seen for some »ears and
talk over the times and about the
people they used to know and where
they are and what they are doing
Up to the last two years she
could read and spent most of her
time in that manner, but her eye-
sight failed her two years ago and
she has never been able to procure
glasses strong enough to enable her
to read since that time. She is heal-
thy and eats heartily and sleeps like
a baby, but has not walked since
last sapring when she recovered from
an attack of pneumonia.

Each year for the past five she
has said that one would be the last
birthday she would celebrate, but
she is still alive and well and gives

now.

4

' Ladies

found in town.

Wholesale.

We have the finest line of box paper to be

nothing, but saves you money when you buy.

Graham’s Book Store.

n

Look it over, it costs you

Retail,

the Cumberiand Presbyterian church
ever since it was organized, and still
takes much interest in church mat-
ters and has her church paper read
to her =2ach week by her daughter.

Since she has been in New Mexico

productg of the country and asks
many guestions about the system of
irrigation and how it is done. It is
something new to her and she has
often said she has always lived in
a country where plenty of rain fell
and irrigation was unknown. She is
ready to meet her
and converse with them and never
tires or loses interest in the current

have the news read to her from the

This year, as before, she says this
will be the last birthday she will live

her and bhelieve she will live to see
and enjoy many more birthdays as
bright and happy as this one,

o

THE TERRITORIAL FAIR.

to Entertain a Big Crowd.

Special Correspondence.

Albuguerque, October
seeing the big Roswell fair and en-
joying every minute of it your cor-
respondent has come over to Albu-
querque to take a look at the prepa-
rations for the great Territorial fair
which opens in this ecity Monday to
continue for five big days. It is going
to be a great fair. There is no ques-
tion of that. In the first place the
association has spent more money
this year than ever before, and after
all, money talks. There are some $12-
000 offered in purses and few state
fairs in the east are able to offer
more. Moreover the entire territory
fs interested in this fair. Every sec-
tion, however remote, is sending its
gquota of exhibits and is going to
send its delegation of citizens. This
may be because the fair is better ad-
vertised than ever before, but it
seems more likely that as the terri-
tory is developed and new railroads
are opened up, the relations between
the several sections bhecome more
cordial. Certain it is that the people
are coming to Albuquerque this year.
Your correspondent has been pretty
much over the territory of late and
everywhere the fair is the chief top-
ic of interest.

are very long and include horsemen
and cowboys from half a dozen states
though of course the great bulk
from the two territories most inter-
ested in the fair. The cowboy touna-
ment will include about all of the
stars who were in Roswell a few
days ago, together with experts from
Wyoming and Colorado and even a
few from Missouri and Kansas. The
horses for the race meeting are here
in such numhbers that the fair ground
stables are crowded to the end and
it may be necessary to build new
lstallsA The Southern Carnival com-
pany with its eighteen shows and
three hundred showmen and women

will be here Sunday to set up shop
in three whole e¢ity blocks which
have been reserved for them and

fenced off from the vulgar gaze. For
this attraction alone the fair asso-
ciation paid $1,000.

Just one word about the irrigation
convention caled by Governor Otero
at the suggestion of President Rich-
ardson of the Irrigation Commission.
The Secretary of Agriculture has de-
tailed Prof. Fortier of his department
and chief of the bureau of irrigation
to address this convention. Mr. For-
tier is the first expert in the country
and has made a careful study of New
Mexico through his assistants. His
remarks will be sure to be of great
advantage to the work of the con-
vention. Every section of the ter-
convention by one who is gualified
to speak of the needs of irrigation
in his particular county and the re-
suit is bound to be a general broad-
ening of ideas with consequent good
to the territorv. This convention will
be held on Tuesday next, October
13th. It will be onen to all

It will be worth while to be in
Albuquerque during the fair. There
will be someth qolng every min-
ute and one w e to hurry to
find time to

promise of living for five more years. |
Mrs. Day has been a member of |

she has taken great interest in the1

friends

events happening daily. She loves to |

papers and takes much interest in ir.'!

to see, but her friends disagree with |

Albuquerque is making Arrangements .

b.—After .
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It is well worth the interest. Sec-
retary P. E. MeCanna showed me
some of the entry lists today. They |

is |

Nettleton Shoes

For en.

High Grade

than any firm in the world.

only. They are producing

more “‘Special Features™ in scientific shoe making

Try a pair and you

will wear no others,

E. H. Williams & Co.

The Men S Furmshers
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DON'T BE BLINDED BY EXCUSES

GRAHAM WAFERS
OAT MEAL ...
BUTTER THIN..
waw.. .
UNEEDA BISCUIT .

12 1-2C.
12 1-2C.
10C.
071-2C
05C:

We have a full line of cakes & crackers.

. A. Wallace & gon,

Phone 96

Modern Groce rs.
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We Have Received

To=-Day
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An Elegant Line of
Misses’ and Children’s Coats

From 4 to 18 years.

A much h ndsomer line than

ever brought to the city before.

Telephone 32.
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Roswell.

Forstad & Johnson,

We carry the largest exclusive stock of (Groceries in
WE HAVE THE BEST and would be pleased

to have you call and get prices.

Western Grocery Co.

Props.
Phone No. 274.

\_

tecesecEececces g
‘?n

Phoune 1.

= GG&&GGG&@G&&G?EG?GGE?

MEXICAN CURIOS
S~ AND = P

INDIAN BASKETS

Pecos Valley Drug Go.

.
N

”a:-):-):-):-)sa:-):-)a:;"

3

Prescription Druggists
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Western Theatrical Company.

Opening piece, “"Ghost in a Pawn
Shop.”

My Girl from Dixie—R. L. Luther.

Pete and Jake—Voyles and Chance

Mr.G . C. Chance in his daring jug-
gling act. He holds the world’s rec-
ord. This act alone is worth the price
of admission. Don't fail to see him.
He will also give you an exhibition
of his paper tearing.

Song, Good 0ld Summer
Voyles, Chance and Smith.

Time—

—
Song. Please Mr. Conductor—Wil-
s0n.

Buck and Wing Dancing Contest—
Voyies and Chance.

Song, A Lazy Coon—Chance

Animal Fair Trio,—Smith Voyles
and Chance.

There will be other numbers that
cannot be mentioned at present.

Aferpiece, The Long Distance Tal-
ephone Office.

October Tth, 1503, at opera house,
Doors open at 7:230 o'cloek and the
curtain will rise at £:20.




